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C a n  a  d i v o r c i n g  h o m e o w n e r  “ a s s u m e ”  t h e
m o r t g a g e  o n  t h e  m a r i t a l  h o m e ?  I t  d e p e n d s .

A s  a  C e r t i f i e d  D i v o r c e  L e n d i n g  P r o f e s s i o n a l
( C D L P ™ ) ,  I  a m  o f t e n  a s k e d  i f  t h e  s p o u s e  w h o
r e m a i n s  i n  t h e  m a r i t a l  h o m e  c a n  s i m p l y  a s s u m e  t h e
m o r t g a g e  o n  t h e  h o m e .  I n  t h e  c u r r e n t  m o r t g a g e  r a t e
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  m o r e  r e l e v a n t  t h a n
e v e r .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  k e y  f a c t o r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h e n
a  c l i e n t  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  a s s u m i n g  a  m o r t g a g e .  

T r a n s f e r  o f  o w n e r s h i p  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t r a n s f e r
o f  t h e  l o a n  

W h e n  d i v o r c i n g  s p o u s e s  a g r e e  t o  o n e  s p o u s e
k e e p i n g  t h e  m a r i t a l  h o m e ,  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  o w n e r s h i p
c a n  b e  d o n e  t h r o u g h  a  q u i t c l a i m  d e e d . H o w e v e r ,
t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  t i t l e  o f  a  p r o p e r t y  d o e s  n o t  r e l e a s e
t h e  v a c a t i n g  s p o u s e  f r o m  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t u a l  m o r t g a g e
o b l i g a t i o n .  T h e  v a c a t i n g  s p o u s e  c a n  b e  r e l e a s e d  

                                           C o n t i n u e d  o n  P a g e  6



SCBA Team
Cynthia Daste’       Executive Director 
Gregory Altringer   Office Manager/Referral Coord 

Snohomish County Bar Assoc. Board of Trustees

Aimee Trua             President
Kari Petrasek          Treasurer 
Danielle Pratt          Secretary 
Colin McMahon       Young Lawyers Division 

Amanda Effertz       Todd Hubbard 
Krista MacLaren      Aaron Shields
Cory Rein                Michael Lang      
Michael Chin           Brian Parker

Bar Calendar
SCBA Board Meetings, 5:15 PM
        11/17     12/15     01/19

About Bar News 

All editorial material including editorial comment
appearing herein represents the views of the respective
authors and does not necessarily carry the endorsement
of the Association or the Board of Trustees. Likewise, 
the publication of any advertisement is not to be
construed as an endorsement of the product or service
offered unless it is specifically stated in the ad that there
is such approval or endorsement. 

Bar News is published monthly by Snohomish County
Bar Association, P.O. Box 5429, Everett, WA 98206.

Ads, articles, announcements and changes of address
all go to director@snobar.org. Submissions are due by
the 15th.



Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
  from the SCBAfrom the SCBA  
Board and Staff!Board and Staff!







C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

f r o m  t h e  m o r t g a g e  i f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  s o l d  a n d  t h e  m o r t g a g e  i s  p a i d  o f f ,  t h e
e x i s t i n g  m o r t g a g e  i s  r e f i n a n c e d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  n a m e ,  o r  i n  v e r y  l i m i t e d  c a s e s ,
t h r o u g h  a n  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  l o a n .  

A s s u m a b l e  l o a n s  c a n  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a d v a n t a g e o u s  i f  t h e  b o r r o w e r  m e e t s  t h e
c r i t e r i a  t o  f u l l y  a s s u m e  t h e  l o a n .  H o w e v e r ,  o n l y  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e
o f  b o r r o w e r s  q u a l i f y  t o  a s s u m e  a  l o a n .  I t  i s  h e l p f u l  f o r  f a m i l y  l a w  p r a c t i t i o n e r s
a n d  m e d i a t o r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  t r a n s f e r s  a n d  w h a t  t o  l o o k
o u t  f o r  w h e n  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  a s s u m i n g  t h e  m o r t g a g e .  

T r u l y  a s s u m a b l e  l o a n s  a r e  u n i c o r n s  o f  l e n d i n g  

T h e r e  a r e  m u l t i p l e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  m a k e  t r u l y
a s s u m a b l e  l o a n s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e  o p t i o n .

F i r s t ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y ,  o n l y  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  l o a n s  c a n
b e  a s s u m e d :  U S D A ,  F H A ,  a n d  V A  l o a n s .  C o n v e n t i o n a l  l o a n s ,  w h i c h  a c c o u n t  f o r
8 2 %  o f  a l l  l o a n s ,  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  n o t  a s s u m a b l e .  T h i s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  l i m i t s  t h e
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a s s u m a b l e  l o a n s  t o  1 8 %  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  s h a r e .  T h e r e f o r e ,
a s s u m a b l e  l o a n s  a r e  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v e r y  f e w  d i v o r c i n g  b o r r o w e r s ,  a n d  m o s t  o f
t h e  t i m e ,  t h e i r  v a c a t i n g  s p o u s e  r e m a i n s  f i n a n c i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l o a n .
 
O u t  o f  t h e  U S D A ,  F H A ,  o r  V A  l o a n s  t h a t  c a n  b e  a s s u m e d ,  t h e  s p o u s e  a s s u m i n g
t h e  l o a n  m u s t  s t i l l  q u a l i f y  f i n a n c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  l o a n  p r o d u c t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  d i v o r c e
m o r t g a g e  p l a n n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  d i v o r c e  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  b o r r o w i n g  s p o u s e
i s  i n  a  q u a l i f y i n g  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d i v o r c e  p r o c e s s .  

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  V A  l o a n s ,  t h e  v e t e r a n s ’  e n t i t l e m e n t  u s e d  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  l o a n  w i l l
r e m a i n  t i e d  t o  t h e  m o r t g a g e  b e i n g  a s s u m e d .  S i n c e  v e t e r a n  b o r r o w e r s  r e m a i n
f i n a n c i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l o a n ,  t h e i r  V A  e l i g i b i l i t y  m a y  b e  i m p a c t e d ,  a n d
t h e y  m a y  b e  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  a  V A  l o a n  t h e y  c a n  q u a l i f y  f o r  i f  t h e y  p l a n
t o  p u r c h a s e  a n o t h e r  h o m e  u s i n g  t h e i r  V A  b e n e f i t s .  

T i m i n g  i s  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t o  c o n s i d e r .  T h e  a s s u m p t i o n  p r o c e s s  c a n  t a k e  a  l o n g
t i m e  t o  p r o c e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  V A  l o a n s ,  a n d  t h e  b o r r o w e r  w i l l  n o t  h a v e
c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s t a n d i n g  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  l o a n  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  d i v o r c e  i s
f i n a l . T h i s  d e l a y  c a n  n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t  t h e  b o r r o w e r ’ s  o t h e r  l e n d i n g  o p t i o n s ,  a n d
i n  e x t r e m e  c a s e s  m a y  e n d  u p  f o r c i n g  t h e m  t o  s e l l  t h e  h o m e .

A n  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m o n  o b s t a c l e  t o  a s s u m i n g  a  l o a n  i s  t h a t  m o s t  l e n d e r s  w i l l  n o t
r e l e a s e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b o r r o w e r  f r o m  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r a c t u a l  d u t y .  T h i s  m e a n s
t h a t  i f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s p o u s e  i s  l a t e  o n  t h e  m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t  j u s t  o n c e ,  t h e   
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v a c a t i n g  s p o u s e ’ s  c r e d i t  w i l l  b e  s e v e r e l y  a f f e c t e d .  V e r y  f e w  l e n d e r s  w i l l  a c t u a l l y
r e l e a s e  t h e  v a c a t i n g  s p o u s e  e n t i r e l y  f r o m  t h e  m o r t g a g e ,  m a k i n g  a  t r u e
a s s u m a b l e  l o a n  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r m ,  i n s t e a d  o f  a  r e a l ,  v i a b l e  o p t i o n  f o r
d i v o r c i n g  b o r r o w e r s .  

T h e  s t a y i n g  s p o u s e  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  b a n k  w i l l
s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r o c e s s  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  l o a n  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  d i v o r c e  i s
f i n a l i z e d .  I f  t i m e  i s  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e ,  a n d / o r  i f  t h i s  b o r r o w e r ’ s  q u a l i f y i n g  i n c o m e  i s
t i m e - l i m i t e d  ( s u c h  a s  e x p i r i n g  a l i m o n y ) ,  p u r s u i n g  t h i s  o p t i o n  c a n  c a u s e  a  l o n g
d e l a y  a n d  m a y  c o s t  t h e  b o r r o w e r  o t h e r  c h a n c e s  t o  p u r s u e  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e f i n a n c e .

F i n a l l y ,  d u e  d i l i g e n c e  w h e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a  b a n k  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  a s  s o m e  b a n k s  l e a d
b o r r o w e r s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  l o a n  w h e n ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e i r
l o a n  i s  b e i n g  r e f i n a n c e d .  T h e s e  b a n k s  m a y  e v e n  h a v e  a n  a c t u a l  “ a s s u m p t i o n
d e p a r t m e n t , ”  f u r t h e r  b l u r r i n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  l o a n  p r o d u c t  b e i n g  o f f e r e d . T h e
b o r r o w e r  m a y  n o t  b e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e w  ( a n d  h i g h e r )  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  a n d  l o n g e r
l o a n  t e r m s  u n t i l  t h e i r  l o a n  e s t i m a t e  i s  g e n e r a t e d ,  q u i t e  a  f e w  s t e p s  i n t o  t h e
p r o c e s s .  B o r r o w e r s  c a n  a v o i d  f a l l i n g  v i c t i m  t o  t h i s  b a i t - a n d - s w i t c h  p r a c t i c e  o f
g e t t i n g  a  r e f i n a n c e  i n s t e a d  o f  a n  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  l o a n  b y  c o n f i r m i n g  t h a t  t h e i r
l o a n  w i l l  b e  a s s u m e d  a t  t h e  e x a c t  s a m e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  a n d  l e n d i n g  t e r m s  a s  t h e
o r i g i n a l  l o a n .  

W h a t  t o  d o  w h e n  y o u r  c l i e n t  q u a l i f i e s  f o r  a n  a s s u m a b l e  l o a n  

1 .  G e t  t h e m  i n t o  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  m o r t g a g e  l o a n .  W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o
d i v o r c e  m o r t g a g e  p l a n n i n g ,  i t ’ s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o
h a v e  a d v a n c e  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  s u c h  a s  a  C e r t i f i e d  D i v o r c e  L e n d i n g
P r o f e s s i o n a l  ( C D L P ™ )  w h o  c a n  p r o v i d e  d i v o r c i n g  c l i e n t s  a  r o a d m a p  o f  t h e
i n c o m e ,  a s s e t s ,  a n d  d e b t  a l l o c a t i o n  t h e y  w i l l  n e e d  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  a  l o a n .  

D i v o r c e  m o r t g a g e  p l a n n i n g  w o r k s  m o s t  e f f i c i e n t l y  i f  i t  i s  d o n e  b e f o r e  t h e
n e g o t i a t i o n s  p r o c e s s  i n  a  d i s s o l u t i o n .  I t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  t h e
r e m a i n i n g  s p o u s e  w i l l  n e e d  t o  h a v e  o n  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  b a l a n c e  s h e e t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f
t h e  d i v o r c e ,  s o  t h e y  n e e d  t o  a s k  f o r  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  d i v o r c e  p r o c e s s ,
a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  d i v o r c e  i s  f i n a l i z e d .  

2 .  G i v e  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  l e n d e r .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  s p o u s e  ( p r o p o s e d  “ a s s u m p t o r ” )  m u s t
n o t i f y  t h e  c u r r e n t  n o t e  h o l d e r  o f  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  t r a n s f e r  t o  a v o i d  a n  a c c e l e r a t i o n
o f  t h e  m o r t g a g e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c a l l i n g  t h e  l e n d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h e y  a r e  a m o n g  t h e
f e w  b o r r o w e r s  w h o  q u a l i f y  f o r  a n  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  l o a n ,  t h e  b o r r o w e r  s h o u l d
a l s o  p r o v i d e  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  l e n d e r  a n d  c i t e  t h e  G a r n - S t .  G e r m a i n
D e p o s i t o r y  I n s t i t u t i o n s  A c t  o f  1 9 8 2 . T h i s  a c t  p r o t e c t s  c o n s u m e r s  f r o m  m o r t g a g e  
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l e n d e r s  e n f o r c i n g  d u e - o n - s a l e  c l a u s e s  o f  t h e i r  m o r t g a g e  w h e n  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f
o w n e r s h i p  i n c l u d e s  t r a n s f e r s  t o  a  s p o u s e  o r  t o  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  b o r r o w e r ;
t r a n s f e r s  a t  d e a t h  o r  d i v o r c e ;  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s
o r  l e s s ,  n o t  c o n t a i n i n g  a n  o p t i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e ;  a n d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  a n  i n t e r
v i v o s  t r u s t  w h e r e  t h e  b o r r o w e r  i s  a  b e n e f i c i a r y .  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  s o m e  s u c c e s s o r  h o m e o w n e r s  t o  o b t a i n
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  m o r t g a g e ,  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e y  w e r e  a w a r d e d  t h e  m a r i t a l
h o m e  i n  a  d i v o r c e .  H o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  2 0 1 8 ,  t w o  i m p o r t a n t  C o n s u m e r  F i n a n c i a l
P r o t e c t i o n  B u r e a u  ( C F P B )  a m e n d m e n t s  n o w  e x t e n d  c e r t a i n  p r o t e c t i o n s  t o
s u c c e e d i n g  h o m e o w n e r s ,  s u c h  a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  d i s p u t e  r i g h t s ,  m o n t h l y
s t a t e m e n t s ,  e s c r o w  a c c o u n t s ,  s e r v i c i n g  t r a n s f e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  r i g h t s  a f f o r d e d  t o
h o m e  m o r t g a g e  b o r r o w e r s  b y  t h e  T r u t h  i n  L e n d i n g  A c t  ( T I L A )  a n d  t h e  R e a l
E s t a t e  S e t t l e m e n t  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t  ( R E S P A ) .

T h e  n e w  r u l e s  e x p a n d  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  “ b o r r o w e r ”  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  R E S P A ,  a n d
“ c o n s u m e r ”  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  T I L A ,  t o  i n c l u d e  a  c o n f i r m e d  s u c c e s s o r  i n  i n t e r e s t .
“ S u c c e s s o r  i n  i n t e r e s t ”  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  c o e x t e n s i v e  w i t h  t r a n s f e r s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e
G a r n - S t .  G e r m a i n  A c t  a f t e r  w h i c h  a  d u e - o n - s a l e  c l a u s e  m a y  n o t  b e  e x e r c i s e d .

T h e  C F P B  c r e a t e d  a  s p e c i a l ,  l i m i t e d  “ R e q u e s t  f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n , ”  a p p l i c a b l e  t o
p o t e n t i a l  s u c c e s s o r s  i n  n e w  R E S P A  §  1 0 2 4 . 3 6 ( i ) .   T h e  " s u c c e s s o r  i n  i n t e r e s t "
( t h e  p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  l o a n )  s h o u l d  m a k e  a  w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  t r a n s f e r o r  b o r r o w e r  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o
e n a b l e  t h e  s e r v i c e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o a n  a t  i s s u e .   O n c e  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s
p r o v i d e d ,  t h e  s e r v i c e r  m u s t  t h e n  r e s p o n d  w i t h  a  w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e
d o c u m e n t s  t h e y  r e q u i r e  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  p e r s o n ’ s  i d e n t i t y  a n d  o w n e r s h i p  i n t e r e s t .

T h e  s e r v i c e r  m u s t  a c k n o w l e d g e  r e c e i p t  w i t h i n  f i v e  b u s i n e s s  d a y s  a n d  r e s p o n d
s u b s t a n t i v e l y  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  b u s i n e s s  d a y s . A  s i m p l e  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  m o r t g a g e  h o l d e r ,
i n c l u d i n g  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  d i v o r c e  d e c r e e ,  m a y  s u f f i c e  a s  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e r . T h e
f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  a  l e t t e r  t h a t  n o t i f i e s  t h e  m o r t g a g e  n o t e  h o l d e r  o f  a n
a s s u m p t o r ’ s  i n t e n t  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  l o a n .  

S a m p l e  l e t t e r :  
L o a n  N o .  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
G A R N - S T .  G E R M A I N  A C T  A S S U M P T I O N  N O T I C E
P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  a s  o f  O c t o b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  m y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  w e r e  d i v o r c e d  b y  a n
o r d e r  o f  t h e  K i n g  C o u n t y  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t ,  W a s h i n g t o n . P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  d i v o r c e
d e c r e e ,  M r .  D o e  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  m e  h i s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m a r i t a l
r e s i d e n c e  l o c a t e d  a t  1 2 3 4  M a i n  S t r e e t .  T h e  t r a n s f e r  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n
D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 2 .  O n  t h a t  d a t e ,  I  a m  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  m o r t g a g e  t h a t  e n c u m b e r s  

                                                                                C o n c l u d e d  o n  p a g e  1 8

D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  V o l u m e  5 7 ,  P a g e  1 4









D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  V o l u m e  5 7 ,  P a g e  1 8

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 4

t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  t o  m a k e  t h e  p a y m e n t s  t h e r e o n .
T h e r e f o r e ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  G a r n - S t .  G e r m a i n  D e p o s i t o r y  I n s t i t u t i o n s  A c t  o f
1 9 8 2 ,  I  h e r e b y  n o t i f y  y o u  o f  m y  i n t e n t  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  M o r t g a g e  a n d  N o t e .
P l e a s e  b e g i n  m a i l i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  m e  i m m e d i a t e l y .  
T h a n k  y o u .  

T r u l y  a s s u m a b l e  l o a n s  c a n  b e  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i c i a l  i f  t h e y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e
c o n s u m e r .  B e f o r e  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  a  d i v o r c i n g  s p o u s e  p u r s u e  t h i s  m e t h o d  o f
r e m o v i n g  o n e  s p o u s e  f r o m  t h e  m o r t g a g e ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  f u l l y  v e t  t h e
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  l o a n  t o  b e  a s s u m e d ,  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p i t f a l l s  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s
o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  a n d  t h e  r i s k  t h a t  i t  m a y  p o s e  t o  b o t h  s p o u s e s .  

T h i s  i s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  o n l y  a n d  n o t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e
o f  p r o v i d i n g  l e g a l  o r  t a x  a d v i c e .  

Mihaella Bayla, CDLP
Attorney & Certified Divorce Lending Professional

True Lending Company
MBayla@TrueLendingCo.com

425-222-2000
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                                             CAMPAIGN FOR EQUAL JUSTICE                                                

 Ann M. Brice



Well, it seems we have had fall blow (literally) right by us and now we have winter! With the recent
elections and the end of the year and holidays rapidly approaching, I am taking stock of the state of things
in my life and in my community. One thing that is clear to me is that Legal aid is needed now more than
ever. 

As many of you know, I serve on the board of the Campaign for Equal Justice, which is the fundraising
program of the Legal Foundation of Washington, our state’s largest private funder of civil legal aid. The
annual Campaign for Equal Justice works with people and companies across Washington state to raise
critical funds to help low-income people solve civil legal crises.

Solving legal problems provides immediate relief and long-lasting impacts for individuals and families
experiencing poverty – especially for civil legal issues like eviction, domestic violence, and securing
unemployment benefits, which all increased during the pandemic. 

Civil legal aid can make all the difference for a family in crisis. For example, renters with legal
representation win their housing cases up to 95% of the time, compared with just a third of self-
represented renters. A 2020 study by University of Washington showed that only 8% of eviction
defendants in Washington had access to representation, and that Black tenants face dramatically higher
rates of eviction.

Every year, the Legal Foundation of Washington funds more than 40 legal aid programs like Northwest
Immigrant Rights Project, TeamChild, Legal Counsel for Youth & Children, Unemployment Law Project,
and 16 pro bono programs connected to county bars across Washington. In Snohomish County, Legal
Foundation of Washington funds Snohomish County Legal Services and the Northwest Justice Project.
Each year, programs funded by Legal Foundation and the Campaign for Equal Justice help more than
20,000 families access legal aid. 

The Campaign for Equal Justice needs your support more than ever to people access legal aid. Funds
raised through the Campaign support civil legal aid, impact litigation, policy reform, and systemic
advocacy at 40 organizations around our state through the Legal Foundation of Washington’s grantmaking
program.

Thousands of Washington families need the representation and relief only civil legal aid can provide. So,
we are asking everyone to donate today. Please be generous and give what you can.

Even before the pandemic, only one in four low-income people in Washington received the legal help they
needed. The 2022 Justice Gap Report by the Legal Services Corporation found that 74% of low-income
Americans experienced 1 or more civil legal problems in the past year. In Washington, we are seeing
similar numbers, up from 70% of low-income families in need of legal aid pre-pandemic.

We here in Snohomish County are in a competition for the Rainier Cup! Everyone loves a little
competition, right? As Snohomish County lawyers and Judges, we should set the example for the rest of 

https://legalfoundation.org/givenow/
https://legalfoundation.org/givenow/


The state’s attorneys by having the highest percentage of attorneys donating to the Campaign for Equal
Justice. By doing so we would take home the much-coveted Rainier Cup. Last year, Whatcom County
lawyers won with a 24% participation rate. 

Last year in Snohomish County, 307 people in our county gave to the Campaign, which is 18% of
practicing attorneys. This support helped Washington’s network of legal aid programs respond to an
unprecedented wave of needs. But as civil legal challenges continue to grow, we need to do even better
this year.

Supporting civil legal aid is part of being a member of the legal profession. By each lawyer stepping up
and supporting the Campaign for Equal Justice we expand access to the legal system for members of our
community who are not able to retain a lawyer. As lawyers in our community, we see first-hand the huge
impact Snohomish County Legal Services and the Northwest Justice Project make in our community. It’s
our job to step up and help these programs succeed. Please support the Campaign for Equal Justice
today. Go to » Donate - Legal Foundation of Washington (https://legalfoundation.org/givenow)

Disclaimer: This was a paid advertisement and does not necessarily reflect the attitudes, or beliefs of the
Snohomish County Bar Association, nor its' affiliates.

https://legalfoundation.org/givenow/
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The SCBA Lawyer Referral Service

The LRS is looking for new members to assist in making the legal system more
accessible to the public. 

We are in need of attorneys who practice in the following areas of law:
Landlord/Tenant

Civil Rights
Internet Privacy

Labor and Industries/Workers Compensation
HIPAA/Privacy

Social Security (all areas)
Taxation

Environmental
Crypto/Blockchain

Elder Law


 

Any interested parties please contact Gregory
Altringer at service@snobar.org

ThankThankThank
you!you!you!

N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  V o l u m e  5 7 ,  P a g e  2 0


