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Inside this issue:

Congratulations to Our New Attorneys!
 

We are proud to welcome nine new attorneys who participated
in our Spring Swearing-In Ceremony on May 15th, held in the
Jury Assembly Room.

The ceremony was presided over by the Honorable Judge Paul
J. Thompson, who warmly welcomed the candidates and their
guests. Inspiring remarks were also shared by Danielle Pratt,
President of the SCBA Board of Trustees; Jane Pak, Executive
Director of Snohomish County Legal Services; and Amanda
Effertz, SCBA Board Trustee.
 
Following the formal proceedings, attendees had the
opportunity to connect with members of the Bench and
celebrate this important milestone with cake and conversation.
 
Please join us in welcoming the newest members of the
Snohomish County Bar Association. We look forward to the
contributions you will bring to our legal community!

Kristen Anne Akers
Shannon Kaye Connery
Geoffrey Alan Detweiler
Meagan Maillet
Wesley Donald Mussio
Douglas Calvin Naftz
Meghan Elizabeth Pratchler
Derek Wie Gaw Tsang

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87440067876?
pwd=NEGPbQ5p2rre0xDRhOFUksVfbVkli9.1 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87440067876?pwd=NEGPbQ5p2rre0xDRhOFUksVfbVkli9.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87440067876?pwd=NEGPbQ5p2rre0xDRhOFUksVfbVkli9.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87440067876?pwd=NEGPbQ5p2rre0xDRhOFUksVfbVkli9.1
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Remembering Shelle Singer
By Rebecca Wallick

 
Practicing family law in Snohomish County meant frequent appearances on the family law motions
calendar. In that commissioner’s courtroom, one witnessed a wide variety of cases, litigants, and
attorneys. Much was at stake, and tempers often flared.
 
It was in this environment that I first noticed Shelle Singer. She worked for the Snohomish County
Sheriff’s Office as a courthouse marshal. In that capacity, Shelle frequently stood or sat between the
bench and the public seating area, a calm visual deterrent to any whose demeanor 
crossed the line toward intimidation or anger.
 
Shelle’s presence was far bigger than her petite frame. With her duty belt’s tools—firearm, taser,
baton, radio, handcuffs—she was a force to be reckoned with, but most of the time, it was her no-
nonsense posture and well-chosen words that diffused things before they escalated.
 
In my mind’s eye, I see Shelle’s head tilting back slightly, laughing aloud at a co-worker’s joke as
they kept watch at the public entrance metal detector and x-ray machine. I also remember the many
times, while sitting in the family law motions courtroom for my case to be called, a litigant or
attorney said something funny, crazy, or horrifying (or maybe all three), and Shelle and I would
immediately exchange a glance and smile that communicated, Did you hear that?! 
 
From 2009 to 2011, I worked in the Prosecutor’s Office, in Family Support. Some Fridays, I brought
my dogs to the office. Blind eyes were turned because they weren’t service dogs, but the staff loved
having them there. Shelle heard about these canine visits and would stroll over to our office on the
6th floor of the Administration building to get her own dog fix.



As I got to know Shelle better, I learned she loved animals. She also loved photography, and
eventually, she combined those passions by taking amazing photos of friends’ pets, my dogs among
them.
 
In 2006, Shelle met the love of her life, attorney Elizabeth Turner. In 2012, as soon as a change to
Washington’s law allowed it, they married. Commissioner Les Stewart performed the ceremony.
 
Shelle retired from the Sheriff’s Office in August 2016, to follow her dream of becoming a
professional pet photographer. Life, however, had other plans. Shelle received her ovarian cancer
diagnosis just two months after retiring. For nearly nine years, she fought hard. Her bravery was
incredible and inspiring. But we all know how fierce a foe cancer can be. Shelle’s body ultimately
wore out, but she assured me her spirit remained strong. She was enjoying life without treatments,
spending her time reading, laughing with Elizabeth at life’s absurdities, loving on their dog Toby, and
eating whatever she wanted whenever she could.
 
Shelle died on May 15, on her own terms, at home, with Elizabeth and Toby by her side. 
 
I’m sure there are many of you reading this—attorneys, commissioners, judges, courthouse
marshals and staff—with your own Shelle Singer stories. I hope you’ll share them with each other,
keeping her memory alive. 
 
And whenever you see a sunflower? Think of Shelle. It was her favorite flower.



Attorney Opportunity

Rare business opportunity for an attorney with at least 3 years of experience practicing in
Snohomish County to join a medium sized law firm as a full-time percentage partner.
Recent retirements leaves our partnership with a significant need for a new partner to
help serve our retired partners’ existing clients. Overhead requirements for our
percentage partners are paid from a percentage of your monthly receipts. The partnership
also provides a full range of employment benefits for the partner and the partner’s family.
We have a substantial overflow of clients seeking representation from our firm, primarily
in the areas of estate planning, probate, guardianship and real estate litigation. To get
additional information about this opportunity, send a letter of interest with a description of
your experience, your current areas of practice, and the annual revenues of your existing
practice to:

 
Managing Partner

P.O. Box 79
Everett, WA 98206













Snohomish County Bar Association Annual Golf Tournament
 

Friday, August 22, 2025
 

Nile Shrine Golf Course
 

1:30 pm Shotgun Start

 
The tournament will include a raffle, dinner, prizes, and an auction.

Please scan the QR Code or click the link below to sign up!

https://scba2025annualgolftournam.rsvpify.com
 

Sponsorship opportunities are available. Please contact Cynthia at
director@snobar.org for more information.

https://scba2025annualgolftournam.rsvpify.com/
mailto:director@snobar.org


NLD Mentorship Program

SCBA and the New Lawyers Division are excited to announce our new
mentorship program. In this program, we will pair experienced attorneys
with attorneys newer to the practice of law. We already have several
attorneys signed up as mentees and are looking for attorneys to serve as
mentors.

If you are interested in becoming a mentor, please email Gregory
at service@snobar.org. If you have additional questions about the
program, please reach out to Alison Sheets at alison@sheetslaw.co.

mailto:alison@sheetslaw.co




Peer Support for Lawyers, Judges, and Law Students

Washington Lawyers Assisting Lawyers (WALAL) is available for free, confidential lawyer-to-lawyer peer
support for lawyers, judges, and law students.  www.walal.org; info@walal.org; 1-800-812-3812.   
 
What is WALAL? It is a new, free, and confidential nonprofit assistance program with an all-volunteer/all-
lawyer board and a trained state-wide peer counseling Corps with lived experience or interest in the array of
substance use and mental and physical health challenges faced by those in the legal profession, from law
school, to practice, and in retirement.  

That’s the good news. The bad news is how prevalent these challenges are in the legal profession. As
WALAL Founder and President Leslie Hagin of Seattle explains: 

“We are here to directly serve, on a lawyer-to-lawyer, peer support basis, the more than  1/3 of the legal
profession struggling with substance use or other mental health  challenges.  These issues within the legal
profession have been documented for decades  and are well-known to be acute. Their prevalence far
surpasses the general U.S.  population as well as any other profession.  Unfortunately, the needs for peer
support,  outreach, and destigmatization of these challenges within our legal community have  remained
unmet.  WALAL promotes wellness in the legal profession by proactively  stepping into the breach to fill this
void.”  

Lawyers and judges of a certain age will remember Andy Benjamin as the developer and director of the
WSBA Lawyers Assistance Program from its inception in the mid-80’s until the 90’s. WALAL is delighted that
Andy (more formally G. Andrew H. Benjamin, JD, PhD, ABPP UW Clinical Professor of Psychology and
Affiliate Professor of Law) will continue to serve the legal profession as WALAL’s Director of Peer Counselor
Training and Consultation, and also its Peer Intake Coordinator. 

Questions? Concerns? Interested? You can contact WALAL at www.walal.org, info@walal.org, and 1-800-
812-3812.    



We are in need attorneys who practice in the following areas of law:

Civil Rights
Consumer

Internet Privacy
HIPPAA/Privacy

Social Security (all areas)
Taxation

Environmental
Crypto/Blockchain

Elder 

Any interested parties please contact Gregory
Altringer at service@snobar.org

The SCBA Lawyer Consultation Referral 

The LCR is looking for new members to assist in making the legal system more
accessible to the public. 

ThankThankThank
you!you!you!



Promoting professionalism, service to the public, furtherance of bench-
bar relations and other activities that enhance the practice of law in

Snohomish County.


